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A child’s Christmas miracle

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

OPEN M had the the opportunity to host Christmas for the
Love of Children again in 2011. Through the program, we
ask for people, groups, and teams to sponsor children.
The sponsors are asked to provide each child with gifts
equaling around $50. In addition, the family gets a food
box or food gift card. This year we are proud to say we had
an outpouring of help. We were able to give 902 children
a Christmas they will not soon forget. This included
providing 305 families with gifts and food.

We Welcome

Lamont Graves

The Gift of Giving

In-Kind Donations

Kudos Korner

What a miracle this was to be able to help so many
families in need. On December 15, we distributed the gifts and food to the families. We heard so
many stories of true need. You could see the desperation and hopefulness in the receivers’ eyes as
Meet a Diamond Lady they were greeted and shown how many wonderful gifts they were going to receive. On top of the
Taraya Johnson gifts their sponsors gave them, we had such a fantastic response to our hats, gloves, scarves and toy
drives. We were able to give each family enough toys for stocking stuffers and winter weather gear. It
was an amazing sight to see people so excited about the items they were given.

Donor list

Giving Thanks

OPEN M would like to thank all the sponsors that
made Christmas for the Love of Children possible!
We would also like to thank the Stow Munroe Falls
Basketball team and Summa Health System for
helping distribute the gifts to the families. In addition,
a huge thank you to all the great volunteers who gave
their time to keep the program organized and running
smoothly.

Furthermore, we would like to extend a thank you to
all the churches, organizations and individuals who
collected items for our food baskets. Each basket included close to 100 pounds of food for each
family. This included turkey, beef, canned items, boxed goods and so much more!

It truly is the community coming together as a whole to help those in need. We are blessed to
have so many supporters and angels watching over us.

OPEN M (Opportunity for People Everywhere in Need Ministry) is an ecumenical Christian mission.
We are committed to Feed the Hungry, Care for the Sick, Nurture Children, Build Families, and Strengthen the Community.
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A warm welcome
to Lamont Graves

Lamont Graves is the newest addition to
the OPEN M family. Taking on the roll of
Operations Manager, he will have his hands
full but is excited to be a part of our team.
Lamont attends Christ Community Chapel,
Highland Square Campus, where he first
heard of OPEN M. Like an answer to a prayer,
Lamont was referred to OPEN M through
Pastor Marshall Brandon in a conversation
that Dottie had with Pastor Marshall over

a lunch.

Lamont brings a diverse background to OPEN M. He completed a bachelor’s degree at the
University of Akron in secondary school education, with a major in English and history. From
there he attended the College of Arts and Sciences and completed a bachelor's degree

in sociology.

Lamont worked for E.C. Morris Corporation for over 22 years and retired as vice-president.
Along with Lamont’s business experience, he brings spiritual experience as well. Lamont
began as a youth pastor and then became the head teacher in a singles ministry. This led him
to go into administration roles for Logos Bible Institute and Emmaus Bible School, and he

is currently functioning as the head of the Renaissance Leadership Institute at its Cleveland
Heights and Canton campuses.

Lamont has been married 35 years to his wife Ave and has two children and three
grandchildren. In his spare time, he enjoys reading with his favorite book, the Bible. We asked
Lamont to tell us what he wants people to know about him and he said, “I have spent the
majority of my life as a born again sinner, saved by God’s grace. Of those years, the Lord has
put me in a position of service to others. Although | am very task-oriented, | do not desire to
see people neglected in the process.” This statement really shows how Lamont will be a great
addition to our team. OPEN M prides itself on treating others with dignity and respect, and
these beliefs carry over to the employees’ personal philosophies.

“l am excited to be a part of a ministry that has a heart for helping those who are
impoverished or less fortunate than the average American,” he said. “I have always sought to
help the underdog or the one who is frequently overlooked or neglected by society. | can now
be intimately involved in an organization that gives opportunity to the disadvantaged. | want
to help build-up and encourage the staff at OPEN M to give its best at all times so that we can
be examples to the community and the body of Christ.”

We are very excited to have Lamont as part of our OPEN M family. If you are in the
neighborhood, please stop in and meet Lamont.



-l
A need and a supply from a caring company

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

It is so nice to see our community come together in times of
excess and need. There are a lot of times in life especially
around the holidays where we end up having a little extra, and
you’re not sure where it should go or how it should be used. It
is so great when we can take extra and put it towards meeting a
need in the community. In December, we got the opportunity to
witness the supply and demand opportunity first hand.

Robert J

E‘I.I'ENTS CATERING

December is a very busy time for
catering companies that provide
services for business holiday
parties and family gatherings.
Robert J. Events & Catering is
one of the leading caterers in Northeast Ohio. We are fortunate
to have a great relationship with this wonderful company. They
cater events from 50 to over 400 and sometimes they end up
with extra food.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

OPEN M is honored to be
one of the charities that
receive the leftover food. In
the month of December, the
company donated multiple
pans full of chicken, beef,
mash potatoes and more!
We use this food to feed
those in the community

and to provide food to our
wonderful volunteers who
work during the day and
evening to help OPEN M. If
you are interested in seeing
some of the services Robert J. Events and Catering offers, you
can visit their website at www.robertjevents.com. You never
know, we might benefit from food left over at your event if you
book with this great business.

The gift of giving

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Below are three short stories that show why the gift of giving is
the best gift of all. In addition, each one shows the wonderful
people OPEN M gets the privilege to work with.

The Christmas Angel

At this time of the year, we here at OPEN M have many
Christmas angels. But for the last few years we have had one
special angel with a very big heart that has come forward
without hesitation to help us meet our need in filling our
Christmas food boxes. Without this angel’s help, we would not
be able to complete our boxes for those that look to us for
help during this special time of the year. This same Christmas
angel preformed another miracle by donating enough money to
buy gifts for everyone on the OPEN M Christmas for the Love of
Children wait list. Christmas has come early here at OPEN M,
and our prayers have been answered. With the wait list being
sponsored by our Christmas angel, we were able to give 902
kids a Christmas and 305 families food to last them through the
holiday season. All of us here at OPEN M would like to thank
these angels for all that they do with a special thanks going to
our Christmas angel.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The comfort of giving back through food

In our December newsletter, we told a story of our Getting Ahead
class and their generosity with food and cooking. As this news
traveled around OPEN M, our education coordinator, Felicia
Bronner, asked if this group would be willing to cook for some
OPEN M events, like a Christmas party for our Diamond Ladies.
Sure enough, this group of Getting Ahead graduates came
together, planned an entire meal for 20 people, cooked, served,
and donated all of the food. In a time of challenging finances
and tightening budgets, this group of graduates continues to
give back to OPEN M. Thank you Getting Ahead class for your
incredible generosity and beyond-delicious food!

A patient’s thoughtfulness to give back

by Kristina Holwerda

In my time at OPEN M, I've learned many humbling lessons from
the OPEN M clinic patients. During this joyful and sometimes
painful Christmas season, it was no different. It was a typical
clinic evening when a long-time patient pulled me aside. She
secretly handed me $100 in cash while she said to me, “I

rarely ever get to do this, but when | come up with some extra
money, | always want to give it to you, the clinic. | don’t know
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where | would be without you, more than likely | would be dead,
and | could never thank you enough.” | blinked back tears as |
accepted the generous donation and thanked the patient for her
selfless giving.

This patient’s noble act of generosity pricked my heart for days.
It drew me to the story of the widow’s offering in Luke 21. In
this story, Jesus first watches the rich put a lot of money into
the temple treasury, and then he sees a poor widow put in only

two very small copper coins. He says to his disciples, “Truly |
tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all the others.
All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out
of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” Our OPEN M Clinic
patient, out of her poverty, put in all she had. As | continue to
reflect on the giving by this patient, | am humbled by the huge
acts of generosity exhibited by those in poverty, and hope to
someday exhibit the same selflessness out of gratitude to

our Lord.

Assisting our clients — we need your help

© © © 0 0 0 000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 00

Many of our clients are not fortunate enough to have a computer
at home. Can you imagine working on your resume, your child’s
homework, or an email to your sister and not having a computer
to save it on?

Darrel recently graduated from Getting Ahead and is working on
his resume. Sitting in the library for a few hours perfecting it, he
printed ten copies to hand out with his applications. This week,
he stopped by OPEN M for us to make a few more copies as he
applies for jobs all over Akron. “Do you have an electronic copy
of this on the computer we can pull up?” our staff asked him.
“No, | don’t have any computer to save these things on,” he
said.

Thankfully, technology has given us an answer to this. Jump
drives, also often called flash drives or USB drives, are small

portable storage devices individuals can place on their key chain
and carry around with them. With one of these, Darrel can save
his resume and make changes to it, as he needs. In addition,
when he turns in his resume it will not look like a photocopy, but
a nice fresh original.

If your church, small group, or family is looking for something
to collect and donate to OPEN M, we are in need of these flash
drives. New or used, our clients would greatly appreciate this
gift. If possible, we would prefer one that can be put on a key
chain ring.

Thanks for your support as we move our clients towards stability
and out of poverty! If you have any questions, please contact
Hannah at family@openm.org.

In-Kind Donations
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OPEN M is blessed to have so many supporters in the
community. We appreciate you thinking of us for your
donations for our clinic, food and other departments. It is
because of your donations we are able to help so many
of our clients with a variety of items. In-kind donations
are a true blessing to us however; we cannot take all the
donations that are given to us due to space and liability.
We ask that you please call OPEN M before bringing down
any in-kind donations to make sure they are accepted
and to give us a forewarning of what to expect. Here are
the extensions of staff members to call to see if your
donation can be accepted.
e Kristina Holwerda- Ext. 406 or
Patrice Fox- Ext. 414
o Donations regarding the clinic, medical
supplies, medication, etc.
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e Bobbie Boyer- Ext. 416
o Food donations
e (Colleen McMahon- Ext. 428
o Food Drives
e Felicia Bronner- Ext. 410
o Education supplies, books, kid items, etc.
e Hannah Nitz- Ext. 403
o Donations for family development, jump
drives, etc.
e Lamont Graves- Ext. 409
o Any other donations



Kudos Corner

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

We owe our thanks to the following people:

Everyone who donated turkeys and food for Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

Fairlawn Area Chamber of Commerce for donating six boxes of
bags to our food pantry.

Robert J Events & Catering for donating food to OPEN M.

All the wonderful volunteers who gave their time to help make
Christmas for the Love of Children possible.

Wayne Homes for seeing our need on our website and collecting
875 pounds of food for our pantry.

Thank you to all of our Covenant Churches, schools and businesses
that helped fill our Christmas food boxes and stock our pantry
shelves for the coming year. In addition, many thanks to all of the
volunteers who helped pack the food boxes for Christmas.

Food pantry volunteers for all that they do through the year. Know
that your kindness will be rewarded.

Fairlawn Area Chamber of Commerce for choosing OPEN M as
the recipient of a portion of the money raised from the Annual
Holiday Auction. Many wonderful toys and 115 pounds of food was
donated to our agency by the members and guests of the chamber.

St. Paul Catholic School of Akron for putting together a hats, gloves
and scarves donation tree to benefit OPEN M.

K-Mart, Tallmadge, for their cooperation with shopping excursions
for our Christmas for the Love of Children program.

Stow-Munroe Falls High School Basketball Team for helping with
Christmas distribution day.

Jonathan Polhamus
from Cycles for
Christ, Hudson
Presbyterian Church,
for donating 40 bikes
for our Christmas
program.

Donation of
Christmas
decorations from the Holiday Tree Festival,
Chairperson Heather Jalbert.

Joan Schoenheit, for her Christmas decoration recommendation
for our lobby.

Tom Shoemaker for the donation of a camera.

Dr. Robert Barson, Dr. David Barson and Dr. Michael Stephan.
Heart of Gold Foundation.

Schlabig Certified Public Accountants for donating five used
computers, computer mouse and keyboards to accommodate our
new staff.

TRY Ministries for helping us move furniture and prepare for our
Christmas food boxes.

Giant Eagle #4031, Barberton - Continuous donation of new
plastic grocery bags and Pat Coons for contacting Giant Eagle in
Barberton for the donation.

First UMC Cuyahoga Falls collecting frozen turkeys for Christmas
boxes.

A BIG thank you to our food collection donations this month:
Akron Board of Trade collected 21 Ibs of food, Hoban High School
collected 3,577 lbs of food, Info Line collected 130 Ibs of food,
Resnick Community Learning Center in Akron collected 1,951 Ibs
of food, Connecting Touch for donating 443 pounds of food for our
food pantry.

A Christmas Angel that helped buy toys for all the children on the
OPEN M waiting list.

All the Christmas Sponsors that adopted out children or
volunteered their time to help organize and execute the Christmas
for the Love of Children Program.

Angel Favaro for all her hard work with putting together the whole
Christmas for the Love of Children program.

John Davis from Akron Commercial Color Lab for donating his
time to come and take pictures of the OPEN M staff and our staff
Christmas picture.

St. Sebastian for donating multiple large bags full of toys for
Christmas.

Summa Health System for sending volunteers to help with
Christmas.

The following volunteering for helping during the Christmas season
multiple days: Christina Crum, Lisa Becker, Mary Rinaldi, Barb
Kraynack, Pat Coon, Libby Benkovich, and Ted ller.



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

OPEN M Donor List November 16th through December 22nd
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In Honor Of

AARP Coventry Chapter 3820
Norm Wells

*Akron Baptist Temple
*Akron Bible Church Ministries
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. David Alspaugh
Ms. Mary Wilma Altier
Anonymous (4)

Loretta Arconti

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Arshinkoff

Mr. & Mrs. David Baker

Drs. Denise & David Ballinger
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Barber
Rev'd. & Mrs. John Beaty

In Honor Of
Ann Brennan
Alice Bergstrom
Janet Das Varma
Sandra Dawson
Robbin Harvey
Froncie Repetti
Sylvia Yankey

Mary Harper

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Harvan
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Harvey

Mr. Steven Hater Ms. Helena Rizzo

Heart of Gold Foundation Dr. & Mrs. Duane Roe

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Hergenrother Mrs. Helene Rogouy

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hine Mr. & Mrs. Todd Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hnatko Ms. Mary Ruminski

Ms. Susan Hohs Shirle% Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Hosey Schlabig & Associaties, Ltd
Mr. Harold Hudson Mr. & Mrs. Norman Schmidt
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Hurd Ms. Lynda Schumacher

Ms. Jean Hurteau *The Seekers, Lakemore UMC

Ms. Kathleen Rice

Mr. & Mrs. John Riemenschneider
Kim Rienzi by )
Summa Foundation

In Honor Of
Ann Brennan
Janet DasVarma
Sandra Dawson
Jean Foust
Robbin Harvey
Froncie Repetti
Alice Bergstrom

by
Ms.. Jean Foust

In Honor Of
Jan and Ray Auman

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Becher Dr. Amy Indorf Ms. Norma Settuer by by

Mrs. Desiree Becker Info Line, Inc Mr. David Siegfried Grandview United Methodist Church Mr. & Mrs. John Yankey
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Belknap Mr. & Mrs. John Ingram Betsy Silver

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Berger Ms. Barbara Ingram Mr. & Mrs. William Silver In Honor Of In Memory Of

Betsy Ross Retirement Group Ms. Kristine Jacobson Mr. & Mrs. Walton Silver Laura Robinson Carol Beland

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Blaser Dr. & Mrs. Brian Jones Mr. & Mrs. Robert Smethers y by )
Carol Boone Mr. & Mrs. Scott Julian Ms. Amy Sokira Nancy Gromen Mr. and Mrs. David Crichton
Mr. & Mrs. Libert Bozzelli Kaiser Permanente Mr. Anthony Sonderman

Sue Bremkamp Reverend William D. Karg *St. Luke’s Lutheran Church In Honor Of In Memory Of

Ann Brennan
Alice Bergstrom
Jean Foust
Janet Das Varma

Brimlow Benefits Agency

Ms. Diana Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Browning
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust

Keller Rigging & Construction
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kern
Sadok Khammassi

Ms. Edith Kieffaber

*St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
*St. Philips Episcopal Church
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Starcher
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Starkey

JoAnn thI)cCIaskey
Yy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dixon

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Canfield Lisa Kirt Ms. Maureen Stevens Sandra Dawson In Memory Of
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Carpas Ms. Ruth Knopp Mr. & Mrs. James Stilson Frances Repetti Dr. Donald Eipper Memorial Fund
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Chaffee Thomas Kot *Stow United Methodist Women Sylvia Yankey b

Y
Dr. Walter Chisholm Ms. Marily Eipper
*Christ United Methodist
Church Women
*Church Of Our Saviour
Ms. Nickie Ciolli-Hetrick

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Clark

Mrs. Diana Kriedman
Denise Kropp

Ms. Clara Krum
Penny Kungle
Jennifer LaFleur
*Lakeville United

+Stow-Glen Retirement Village

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Stratton

*Streetsboro United
Methodist Church

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Stress

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Suntken

by
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Harvey

In Honor Of
Andrew & Crgeryl Maimona

In Memory Of
JoAnn l\/tl)cCIaskey

Yy
Y Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Koch
Hudson Kiwanis Foundation

*Clearview United Methodist Church Methodist Women Barbara Sutter

Mr. & Mrs. John Coch Laurel Lake Retirement Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Swank In Memory Of
Mr. & Mrs. John Cockrell Community Mr. & Mrs. David Taylor In Honor Of Frank Joseph Kraker
Community Fellowship Ministries Ms. Lucille Lloyd Dwayne Tepus Nancy Lyberger Mary Jean Haines
Copley Discount Drive-Thru Inc. Bill & Anne Lowery Fund Mr. & Mrs. Howard Tolley b Jodie Marie Bause

Ms. Anna Maerean William K Bause
Mrs. Marjorie Magee
The Margaret Clark
Morgan Foundation
Ms. Althea Marquardt
Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Yy
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Crosier Dottie & Richard Marsh
Cuyahoga Falls Lions Charities, Inc
David E. Bedillion Agency, Inc.
Minister Walda Davis
Mary & Dr. George L. Demetros
Charitable Trust

Toshiba Business Solutions, Akron
Mrs. Sylvia Trundle
*UMC of Macedonia
United Methodist Women
of Uniontown
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Voelz

by
In Honor of Ms. Christine Kraker

Shirlee McMahon’s 80th Birthday
y In Memory Of
Tim, Colleen, Katy and Connor

JoAnn I\IIEIJCCIaskey

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony DiDonato & Dottie Marsh The Rev. & Mrs. Stanley Wallace McMahon Yy

Ms. Mary Didonato Mr & Mrs. Richard & Joan Marsh ~ Betty Watterson Logsdon Mr. & Mrs.
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Dodson Mary S. and David Wayside Furniture Inc. In Honor Of

Dominion Foundation C Corbin Foundation Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Weber Parry Keller In Memory Of

Mr. & Mrs. John Donatelli

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Donovan

Mr. & Mrs. E. Thomas Dowd

Ms. Irma Earley

*East Ohio Conference of The UMC
*Eastwood Church of The Brethren
Ms. Brenda Eich

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Wells
Mrs. Norma Wernowsky

Ms. Gail Wild

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Williams
Mr. & Mrs. John Williams
Dr. Jay Williamson

Ruth & Wendell White

Maynard FamiIY Foundation
Jo& Ge%rge Honig

Lecount McCal

Jill McCauslin

Dr. & Mrs. Joyce McFadden
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McGuckin
Ms. Betsy Mcintyre

Marla McNabb

Woody & Vt\)lilma Troxell
Y
Mr. Norman MacGregor

In Memory Of
Dr. Donald Eippg,r Memorial Fund

Y
Mrs. Patricia Neely

In Honor of
Hank Hudson’s 80th Birthday y
b Ms. Gloria Maire

Ms. Linda Emery Ms. Mahli Mechenbier Mary Wortman y

Ms. Mary Engle W. Paul Mills and Thora J Mills *York United Methodist OPEN M Staff

*Fairlawn Lutheran Church Memorial Foundation Church - UMW In Memory Of

*Willing Workers SS Class Family Mr. & Mrs. John Milec Mr. & Mrs. Jack W. Young In Honor of Dave & Peg Neely
of Faith UMC Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Miller Ms. Vivian Zook Norma Wernowsky Miriam Keller

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Monroe * Covenant Church

Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Faust

Ms. Beverly Fenning

Mr. & Mrs. Ann Fiocca

*First United Methodist Church,
Cuyahoga Falls

*First United Methodist Women,
Cuyahoga Falls

Flowercraft Club

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Franklin

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Freeman

Ms. Victoria Gaffney

GBU District 2000

Mr. & Mrs. Everett Gibbs

Dr. & Mrs. Gag Giorgio

Ms. Maureen Glynn

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Goettler

Mr. Jeremy Graber - EnviroCellular

Geraldine Graham

*Grandview United
Methodist Church

*Greentown United
Methodist Church

Mr. and Mrs. John Grissom

The H.E. Graves, Jr. Family
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. John Haag

Hamad’s Auto Repair, LLC

Mr. & Mrs. Duwayne Hansen

Ms. Carolyn Hansinger

*Montrose Zion UMC

Richard Neal

Ms. Sherry Newill

Ms. Dianne Newman

*North Springfield
Presbyterian Church

*Northminster Presbyterian
Church

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Novak

Ms. Marcella Pace

Mr. & Mrs. J. Pansmith

Linda Papoi

James M. & Sonya T. Parry
Charitable Gift Fund

Rev. & Mrs. Marshall Peterson

Mr. N.E. Petry

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Pinto

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pitts

Holly Pitz

Ms. Gale Podnar

Mr. & Mrs. William Post

Presbyterian Women of
Westminster Church

Jo Ellen Pryce

Mr. & Mrs. Bart Rahe

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Rajiah

Mr. & Mrs. William Rank

Kim Reese
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+ Community Partners

In Honor Of
Anne and Glen Williams

by
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Auman

In Honor Of
Susan Clements

by
Mr. Wayne Baker

In Honor Of
Nancy Brennan and

Granddaughters - Ann & Maggie

Drude
by
Mr. & Mrs. David Brennan
In Honor Of

Ruth Hinkle
Betty Oren

by
Esther Circle Family of Faith UMC

Church

OPEN l\}/ll Staff

In Honor Of
Jean Foust
Sylvia Yankey
Robbin Harvey
Janet Das Varma
Alice Bergstrom
Sandra Dawson

by
Ms. Frances Repetti

In Honor Of
Jennifer & Robert Dixon

y
Mr. Douglas Savage

In Honor Of
Jean Schwabe

by
Ms. Susan Schwabe

In Honor Of
Roger Hoover

by
Akron Fire Ladies Auxiliary

by
Mrs. Patricia Neely

In Memory Of
John May

by
Ms. Kathleen Rice
In Memory Of
Carol Gergis
by
Carol Simpson

In Memory Of
JoAnn thI)cCIaskey

y
Ms. Tonya Strahler
In Memory Of
Lance Wernowsky
Connie Vt\)Iernowsky
Y
Mrs. Norma Wernowsky

In Memory Of
Dr. John C. Kyle

by
Mr. and Mrs. John Fulcher



Hot Lunch Headlines

February

Mon., Feb. 13
Hudson UMC
Tues., Feb. 14
OPEN DATE

Mon., Feb. 20 Mon., Feb.27
The Chapel High Street
Tues., Feb. 21 Christian

OPEN DATE Tues., Feb. 28
Wed., Feb. 22 Christ Church
S ERNEERET Wed., Feb. 29

1%t Congregational
Church, Husdon

Wed., Feb. 15
Church of Our
Saviour Thurs., Feb. 23

1t UMC Falls
Fri., Feb. 24
OPEN DATE

Thurs., Feb. 16
Twin Falls UMC
Fri., Feb. 17
Macedonia UMC

Meet a Diamond Lady,
Taraya Johnson

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

My name is Taraya Johnson and | am 15 years old. | attend
Archbishop Hoban High School, and | am in the music
program. Many of my hobbies consist of music and community
services.

| have been in the Diamond Ladies program for two years, and
it has really been a blessing in my life. | joined the program

so that I could spend my time constructively and wisely in a
positive environment. | believe | bring a positive attitude and a
sound mind to the program. | am also receiving tools on how
to become a better person and how to make good decisions
from diamond ladies. | would like to see us participate in more
workshops and have more opportunities for career shadowing,
so that we can learn from each other and see our paradigms
of life.”

We welcome
Steve Reynolds

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

OPEN M would like to welcome Steve Reynolds to our
staff. Steve is now in charge of our YME+ male mentoring
program. Steve attended the University of Cincinnati

and transferred to Youngstown State University where he
graduated with a bachelor's degree in criminal justice.
Reynolds is an ex-football player and owns his own
business, MKU Athletics, working with kids 6-25 years old
with building character, a “can do” attitude and giving kids
a purpose.

Steve heard about OPEN M through Felicia Bronner, our
education coordinator, during summer camp. A couple
months ago, OPEN M had the privilege to have Steve be a
guest speaker for our YME+ program. The young men really
enjoyed hearing Steve speak, and we believe he is a great
addition to the program. He will be able to interact with the
kids through sports, leadership and mentoring.

In Steve’s spare time, his hobbies are playing video games
and watching movies. He is a newlywed who loves to
attend Struthers Church of Christ with his wife Kelly and his
children, Jordan, 10, and Kiara, 6. Steve has many exciting
things going on in his life and is expecting his third child in
May.

After being around Steve for more than a couple minutes,
you can tell he is very passionate about working with kids.
“I love what | do and wouldn’t trade it for the world,” he
said. When asked what he is most looking forward to in

his role at OPEN M, he said, “Working with the young men
and seeing the impact and change that will happen in their
lives. Seeing the program grow and getting to be able to
work with the staff to help people in a positive way.”
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IMPORTANT DATES

January 2012

No Monthly Membership Meeting

Monday, January 16, 2012

Office Closed

Friday, January 20, 2012, 9 a.m.

Mountain of Food

Saturday, February 11, 2012, 9 a.m.

ANNUAL Membership Meeting

Thursday, February 9, 2012, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
All day Bridges workshop at OPEN M

/ Giving Thanks \
g

by Bobbie Boyer

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

This time of the year, we have many things to be thankful for. | have
a special thank you that | would like to extend to two very special
families. They are the Fischietto and Foschia families from St.
Barnabas of Northfield. For the last 10 years, these two families have
come to OPEN M the Wednesday morning before Thanksgiving to boil
and mash the potatoes for our Thanksgiving Dinner. They made this
a family affair. Faithfully we could always depend on them for their
wonderful service. Everyone in both families truly enjoyed and looked
forward to coming to OPEN M every year to give back.

Thank you for your continued support!

A ald
=




